
Mangroves are among the most productive ecosystems on earth. Not only do they
protect shorelines from eroding, shielding us from floods,  hurricanes, and storms,
but they also provide nursery areas for fish, crustaceans, mollusks, and more, while
supporting many threatened and endangered species.   Mangroves are also an
important tool in the fight against climate change. They take up to five times more
carbon out of the atmosphere than forests on land. Globally, mangroves  provide
goods and services estimated to be worth billions per year.
 
But for many communities, including those in the Western Indian Ocean region,
they are worth much more. Coastal residents eat or sell the fish who live around
the mangroves, while others use their wood as building material and fuel to  use
themselves or sell—underscoring the importance of mangroves to both economic
and food security.  

GUIDELINES FOR MANGROVE ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION
 FOR THE WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN REGION

KEY TAKEAWAYS

WHAT ARE MANGROVES?

Mangroves are the only trees on earth that
thrive in saltwater. They are found along the
coastlines of 118 countries, including in the
Western Indian Ocean region, where nine
different species can be found.

WHY ARE MANGROVES IMPORTANT?

Despite their many economic, social, and environmental benefits,
mangroves are disappearing at an alarming rate. Worldwide, 35%
of mangrove cover was lost during between 1980-2000 alone.
Experts estimate that some areas in the Western Indian Ocean
region have lost as much as 88% of their mangroves, a trend that
—if left unchecked—is only likely to accelerate with rapid
increases in population and coastal development.

WHY SHOULD WE CARE ABOUT
MANGROVE RESTORATION?



Fewer mangroves means less food, less employment, more carbon in the
atmosphere, and more severe damage from storms. The health  of
mangroves will also be critically important to the recovery of vulnerable coastal
communities post-COVID. 
 
Restoring mangroves is a powerful nature-based solution to address societal
issues, like the financial consequences of climate change, poverty, and jobs
creation. Restoration of these forests are also a crucial means to help actors
contribute to the upcoming UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration and show
progress towards achieving Sustainable Development Goal 14.2 on protecting
and restoring marine and coastal ecosystems. Additionally, because mangroves
are important carbon sequesters, states can incorporate mangrove restoration
into their Nationally-Determined Contributions under the Paris Agreement.

While there have been countless mangrove restoration projects, too many have
resulted in failure. These Guidelines are a new resource for the region and globe
that, for the first time, analyze the potential causes of such failures and provide
a step by step guide on how to build a successful restoration project. Users can
focus on what kind of restoration and tools are most likely to work for them. 
 
With the inclusion of case studies from around the region, the Guidelines also
enhance and promote shared lessons and best practices across the Western
Indian Ocean and beyond.

WHAT IS CONTAINED IN THE GUIDELINES?

WHERE CAN I FIND THE GUIDELINES?

VISIT NAIROBICONVENTION.ORG TO FIND THE GUIDELINES
AND OTHER USEFUL RESOURCES FOR MARINE AND

COASTAL PROTECTION!

http://www.nairobiconvention.org/

