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The Nairobi Convention in collaboration with the Ocean Acidification international Reference 
User Group (OAiRUG) and the Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA) 
are organizing the Western Indian Ocean Regional Ocean Acidification workshop that will be 
held in Zanzibar, Tanzania on 28th and 29th October 2019. The workshop is organized with 
the financial support of the Prince Albert II Foundation, the Nairobi Convention and 
WIOMSA through its MASMA Programme. 
 
This workshop builds on the outcomes of the ‘WIOMSA Ocean Acidification workshop – 
developing regional capacity for ocean observations in support of SDG target 14.3’ held in 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania in October 2017, and Decision CP.9/9 (2) on Ocean Acidification of 
the Ninth Conference of Parties to the Nairobi Convention that took place in Mombasa, 
Kenya in August 2018. The main objectives of the workshop are to: take stock of current 
regional knowledge and actions on ocean acidification; and develop a regional Action Plan 
for the WIO region that will guide how the region will respond to this challenge. The Plan will 
benefit from the recent regional action plan developed for Latin America and the Caribbean 
and the White Paper for the WIO region. 
 
The workshop is expected to be attended by about 30 - 40 regional invitees comprising 
government representatives, end users, and resource managers, and informed by a small 
number of key ocean acidification scientists who will provide an overview of current global 
scientific knowledge on ocean acidification, and also comment on what is happening and 
being planned in the region. 
 
Ocean acidification is now a rapidly moving field and one where the challenge has evolved in 
the last decade from investigating impacts that may arise from progressive ocean 
acidification, to the realisation that impacts are already being felt in the real world. It is only 
very recently that the IPCC has seriously turned its attention to ocean issues (2014) and even 
in the short period since then, awareness has risen further on how precautionary cuts to 
emissions will be needed if we are to avoid significant impacts and losses to biodiversity in 
the future. The lag between making cuts in emissions and realising results in nature are such 
that a growing number of countries will be left with progressive acidification for many 
decades, even if stringent cuts were made following UNFCCC COP21. The OAiRUG has been 
operating directly at this challenging interface and making headway on a new agenda for 
action for those affected.  



 
 
 
 
 
The regional OAiRUG Workshop for the WIO is part of the Project “The Ocean Acidification 
international Reference User Group from global science to regional action” and is working in 
several regions of the globe. This workshop will focus on the WIO region. 
 
Summary of the project  
The Ocean Acidification international Reference User Group (OAiRUG), as a key global 
knowledge exchange and knowledge producing body for ocean acidification, brings together 
leading scientists with policy advisers, decision makers, intergovernmental bodies and end 
users in a unique collaborative and global process.  
 
The focus of the RUG has been on the simple need to create increasing awareness of ocean 
acidification and rapidly communicate the state of scientific research to end users, and in 
turn, encourage researchers to take the views of these stakeholders into account. Early signs 
of ocean acidification-related effects currently taking place in upwelling zones, for example,  
show some direct impacts on local industry, communities and livelihoods. This calls for 
continued coordination and communication, but with increased interactions with those 
stakeholders asking for solutions based on their daily experiences. 
 
The current phase of the OAiRUG focusses on capacity building and exchanges in a two track 
approach: 

 Engage nations which are at the forefront of taking action to mitigate the effects of 
ocean acidification, thus fitting well with the UNFCCC post 2015 Agenda of Action 
following COP 21 and the implementation of INDCs; 

 Engage nations and stakeholders that are, currently and in the future, likely to be 
most impacted by ocean acidification, and to support them in finding adaptation 
solutions. 

 
The emphasis is on strengthening a multi-stakeholder platform that will continue the 
tradition of communicating the science of ocean acidification, but in the context of 
supporting effective mitigation and adaptation responses within the growing ‘blue alliance’ 
of countries willing to take action against OA, and which are at a heightened risk from OA 
impacts. The OAiRUG is going ‘on the road’ to gather key players and stakeholders in regions 
in need of urgent support. 
 
By operating at regional scales, the project includes increased representation from RUG 
members from the private sector (tourism, fisheries and aquaculture, marine industries, 
etc.), as well as decision makers from governments. The project is also striving to develop 
stronger communications with the broader public by working with the press and publishing 
articles in newspapers. 
 
The activities of the project are built on the priorities for action highlighted in the Monaco 
Ocean Acidification Action Plan and the subsequent release of the RUG guide ‘Acting on 
Ocean Acidification: investing to improve future prospects’ in October 2015. 
  
Bibliography  



 
 
 
 
RUG publications are on the climate change page of IUCN GMPP at 
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/marine/marine_our_work/climate_change/
publications.cfm.   
 
 
 


