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Policy and 

Legislations

Objects of Act 

The objects of this Act are—

a) to determine the coastal zone of the Republic: 

b) to provide, within the framework of the National Environmental Management Act, for the co-ordinated and integrated 
management of the coastal zone by all spheres of government in accordance with the principles of co-operative 
governance; 

c) to preserve, protect, extend and enhance the status of coastal public property as being held in trust by the State on 
behalf of all South Africans, including future generations; 

d) to secure equitable access to the opportunities and benefits of coastal public 50 properly: and 



Policy and Legislations

Objects of Act 

The objects of the Act are to—

a) develop and implement a shared marine spatial planning system to manage a changing environment that can be accessed by all 
sectors and users of the ocean; 

b) promote sustainable economic opportunities which contribute to the development of the South African ocean economy through 
coordinated and integrated planning; 

c) conserve the ocean for present and future generations; 

d) facilitate responsible use of the ocean; 

e) provide for the documentation, mapping and understanding of the physical, chemical and biological ocean processes and 
opportunities in, and threats to, the ocean; and 

f) give effect to South Africa’s international obligations in South African waters. 



Rational for undertaking the Marine Spatial Planning process”

1. Achieve integration among different objectives and economic sectors;
2. Manage competing demands on its ocean space;
3. Enable the co-existence of compatible activities wherever possible; and
4. Enable co-ordination with terrestrial and coastal planning as much as possible.



Current Status 

• The Oceans and Coastal Information Management 
System (OCIMS) system designed as a ‘one-stop-
shop’ where the public can expect to find data, 
decision support tools and information relating to 
South Africa’s marine and coastal domains. 

• The data portal is Initiated through Operation 
Phakisa, to support a range of stakeholders in 
accessing the oceans economy.

• The search will return the relevant metadata including 
the details of the custodian where one will be able to 
access the data, as not all datasets are immediately 
available for download (due to licence agreements, 
embargoes etc.).

• The decision support tools (DeSTs) are designed to 
communicate complex information in a user-friendly 
manner through interactive mapping applications, 
including a Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) DeST.

The OCIMS MSP Support Viewer can be accessed on: 

https://www.ocims.gov.za/marine-spatial-planning-support/ 

https://www.ocims.gov.za/marine-spatial-planning-support/
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IMPLEMENTATION

• Marine spatial planning system 

• 6. The MSP system is an iterative, phased process consisting of the following 
steps: 

• (a) The development of a marine spatial planning framework;
(b) the development of a knowledge and information system referred to in section 7;
(c) the development of marine area plans;
(d) the effective implementation, monitoring and evaluation of marine area plans; 

and
(e) the review of the marine area plans in terms of section 14. 



Oceans Economy

Aspirations



MSP Growth Path



MSP targets 
and  

limitations

Targets
•The Marine Spatial Vision is linked to the National Development 
Plan (NDP 2030) and New Growth Path (NGP) 2010;

•By 2030 a socially equitable, environmentally sustainable and 
functionally efficient integrated ocean governance mechanism that 
bolsters its status as advancing economic development.

•Meeting the Operation Phakisa Oceans Economy aspirations of 1 
million jobs and GDP contributions of R129 – R177 billion rands

limitations

• Data availability and disseminations due to protocols and 
mandates;

•MSP spatial plan scale (Bioregions / local municipal interface);

•Sector Investment gap in long term planning and required research 
(Biodiversity vs Mining);



Lessons learnt – different views on sustainability in MSP 

navigation consensus By-in 

• This view sees ecosystem 
conservation as the 
foundation for MSP, and that 
irreversible collapses in 
marine ecosystems would 
eventually lead to collapses in 
the economic sectors that 
depend on such marine 
ecosystems. 

The two figures on the left describe ecosystem-

based MSP, and the anticipated consequences of 

ecosystem collapse, based on ‘hard sustainability’. 

• in which economic growth is seen 
as the foundation of MSP, and the 
collapse of the ‘environmental 
pillar’ does not necessarily lead to 
the collapse of related socio-
economic structures. 

The two figures on the right describe integrated-

use MSP, based on ‘soft sustainability’, 



Index / Principles / approaches



What is Ecosystem based Marine Spatial Planning

• The CBA Map presents a 

spatial plan for the marine 

environment, designed to 

inform planning and 

decision-making in 

support of sustainable 

development. 

• The National Coastal and 

Marine Spatial Biodiversity 

Plan comprises a map of 

Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBA 

Map) and accompanying sea-

use guidelines. 



What is Ecosystem based Marine Spatial Planning



What is Ecosystem based Marine Spatial Planning



The 7 EBSA Criteria

A site is considered an EBSA if it can meet at least one of 
the seven EBSA criteria. 

1. uniqueness or rarity;

2. importance for life-history stages;

3. importance for threatened species and/or habitats;

4. vulnerability, fragility and/or sensitivity;

5. biological diversity;

6. biological productivity;

7. naturalness



Example

Ecologically or biologically significant marine 

areas (EBSAs) are geographically or 

oceanographically discrete areas. 

• provides important services to one or 

more species/populations of an ecosystem 

or to the ecosystem as a whole, 



What is Integrated Approach Marine Spatial Planning

• mechanism for the resolution of conflicts over 

ocean resources - strike a satisfactory balance 

between competing interests in the marine 

environment. 

• The socio-economic test seeks to reconcile 

competing interests and conflicts at all levels 

be it institutional, social, economic and all 

spatial scales. 
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What is Integrated Approach Marine Spatial Planning



Transboundary – Case study 

Area



Best 

practices that 
can be 

adopted and 

reproduced

• Spatial Planning is not complete with connecting both systems (coastal and oceans)

• Beside allocating space, planning looks at unemployment, opportunities and growth



Best practices that can 

be adopted and 

reproduced: SAPPHIRE 

Demonstration Project

Spatial planning for a land-sea interface 

would involve the county governments 

in which the interface lies. 

Development of three (3) integrated 

Oceans and Coasts Site Plans as pilots 

to contribute to the broader 

implementation of the South Africa’s 

Marine Spatial Planning Framework.



Best practices that 
can be adopted and 

reproduced: Oceans 

Account “Algoa Bay”

• Diversity of habitats & 
oceanographic processes

• Extraordinary diversity of 
invertebrates, seaweeds and corals

• Well studied fauna like top 
predators, fish, squid, penguins 
and more

• Threatened species and marine 
protected areas

• Extensive biophysical data 
available

• Socio-economic reliance on the 
ocean in diverse sectors including 
ports, blue-flag beaches, coastal

• communities and industries

• Complex scales of governance





Best practices 

that can be 

adopted and 

reproduced

Spatial planning for a land-sea 

interface would involve the county 

governments in which the interface 

lies. 

In the Kenyan case, these are the 

counties of Mombasa, Kilifi, Tana 

River, Lamu, and Taita Taveta. 

Map above shows the land-sea interface in Kenya 



Challenges and innovations
1. Slow pace in the integration of Terrestrial spatial planning and marine/ oceans spatial planning;

2. Stakeholder engagements and by-in “often problematic and time consuming”;

3. Data availability and information sharing;

4. Inconsistencies with participation and attendance of meetings / workshops from government 
stakeholders.

5. Translating scientific and technical information to level of understanding to community members.

6. Take up the concept of Land-Sea Interactions within ICZM &/OR MSP

7. Lack of co-operations within the WIO Region on bilateral support to each other outside the 
conventions.

8. Initiate Transboundary demonstration projects on small scale MSP for lesson learning and exchange 
knowledge.

9. A need for inclusive stakeholder workshop (government sectors, NGO’s, civil society, academia, 
research institutions, private sector.



Next steps
• MSP is being developed and implemented 

worldwide as a way to foster sustainability in 
ocean management and use. 

• It deals with the spatial and temporal 
distribution of human uses in marine 
areas, striving to minimize conflicts and 
foster compatibilities among such uses, as 
well as between uses and the environment. 

• On top of the many challenges MSP already 
faces (political, socioeconomic, 
environmental), in the near future it will 
need to deal with a changing climate. 

• Properly incorporating climate change into 
the MSP framework will allow for better 
preparedness, improved response capacity 
and, ultimately, a reduced vulnerability of 
marine socio-ecological systems.

• Make use of Land Sea Interactions 
approach for analysing conflicts on 
nearshores



RECAPPING
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8 years to meet the 2030 and 2033 2030 - NDP 2033 Operation Phakisa Oceans Economy Aspirations



Exercise 
Fisheries and 

aquaculture, 

renewable 
energy, marine 

tourism, 

governance and 

protection, 

dredging and 
pollution. 

MSP National Framework developed, MSP Act developed and the MSP approach strategy 

developed including the national MSP Data inventory.

Marine Sector plans developed and published for comments (MSP Act).

Business as usual  still exists with sectors doing their own plans based on mandates.

The benefit flow on business as usual approach is that sectors understand only their 

focus and their beneficiaries, but do not take into account accumulative impacts/ spill 

over to other sectors

Legislative mandate and 

single sector approach 

make us fall into the 

trap. 

Having Legislation for 

sake of a law becomes a 

hindrance to 

implementation and its 

difficult to let go.

Protection based on 

international 

commitments and 

requirement should 

ends (MSPAs) including 

unsustainable deep and 

coastal mining.

The challenge is the 

pathway of the MSP 

through to which lens is 

each Country using 

(ecosystems based or 

integrated approach)

Regulation and 

legislative 

implementation. 

Laws are 
hindrances in 

some parts of 

implementation 
(consultations 

and by-in).

It must be people 

driven than 
government 

drives

Lack of 

compliance, 
enforcement and 

monitoring

Building climate 

change indicators 

for marine 

spatial planning 

to support the 

adaptive 

management 

approach.

Mapping the 

seafloor via 

geological 

survey.

Building capacity 

and 

empowerment 

programme, 

including training

Nothing at the moment is disappearing, however, new 

emerging activities have been identified which will add 

more stress and pressure to the environment



Thank you!!

Asante!!

Any questions or comments?


