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The overall objective of the ACP-MEAs III project is to enhance the
implementation of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) related to
biodiversity, chemicals, waste, and oceans.

Specifically, the project will contribute to the reinforcement of compliance
and enforcement of the MEAs. This will improve ocean governance and
mainstreaming of biodiversity in agriculture.

The Nairobi Convention's specific objective is to support parties to the
convention in implementing activities that support better management of
their coastal areas and oceans, as well as to promote effective
implementation of their commitments under the convention and its
associated protocols.

Therefore, the Convention will focus on contributing to the enhancement of
environmental governance, reduction of marine pollution, creating awareness
and enhancing access to information and knowledge of the MEAs.

As UNEP notes, oceans feed us, regulate our climate,
generate most of the oxygen we breathe, and serve as the
engines for much of the world economy.

Achieving the UN Agenda 2030 on Sustainable Development—
with its targets on halting biodiversity loss, promoting greener
growth; enhancing natural resource management; and
protecting human health—will thus be impossible without
more effective ocean governance.

This is why the European Union has funded the Nairobi
Convention and three other Regional Seas programmes—
whose mandates are to address the accelerating degradation
of the world’s oceans and coastal areas—for a project aimed
at improving international environmental governance and
better management of coasts and oceans.
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The project will work closely with Nairobi Convention’s contracting parties,
Regional Economic Communities (RECs) such as the EAC, IGAD, COMESA,
SADC, Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs)- specifically
the South West Indian Ocean Fisheries Commission (SWIOFC) & the Indian
Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC). It will also work with partners such as the
Consortium for Conservation of Coastal & Marine Ecosystems in the Western
Indian Ocean (WIO-C), commissions such as the Indian Ocean Commission
(IOC), African Union Commission (AUC), the Forum for Academic & Research
Institutions (FARI), and other relevant stakeholders.

Technical Working Group – In 2020, an MSP technical working group (TWG)
was established and it drafted and presented the MSP strategy to the
national TWG and Partners for review. The MSP strategy launch and be
adopted by member countries, which will afterward report progress at
COP10.

Marine Spatial Planning – The ACP MEAs III project will participate in the
development and mainstreaming of a Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) strategy
for the Western Indian Ocean region.

Critical Habitats Outlook – This publication is expected to launch by the end
of Q2, 2021. The Critical Habitats Outlook for the Western Indian Ocean
region addresses SDG14.2; 'sustainably manage, and protect marine and
coastal ecosystems to avoid significant adverse impacts, including by
strengthening their resilience and take action for their restoration, to achieve
healthy and productive oceans'.

Protection in Areas/Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ/BBNJ)-
The ACP MEAs project will also contribute to and support participation in
national and regional negotiations for biodiversity protection in areas beyond
national jurisdiction.
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For a full list of progress made under the ACP MEAs III project, visit

https://www.nairobiconvention.org/capacity-building-project/

Project Summary
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Discussions on the WIO Ocean Governance Strategy development have
started with the first virtual meeting with RECs and Commissions held on 26
April 2021. The ACP MEAs III project will support the preparation of a
background paper on Fisheries and the environment in the WIO region. This
will contribute to the process of a WIO Ocean Governance strategy
development.

The project conducted research to identify potential partners with whom to
collaborate in the preparation and development of the first Ocean
Acidification action plan for the Western Indian Ocean countries. The
partners identified were IUCN, WIOMSA, OAiRUG, and IAEA.

Following the regional Science to Policy forum, held on 23 - 25March 2021,
the ACP MEAs III project is in the process of preparing emerging coastal and
marine issues in the Western Indian Ocean that are going to inform policy
and decision making. The project is also preparing policy briefs that will
demonstrate links between scientific evidence and policymaking, as well as
between aspects of integrated ecosystem assessments and studies.
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